1

Engineering Studies special issue
Call for Articles: 
Interdisciplinary collaborations with engineers
[bookmark: _GoBack]The journal Engineering Studies invites submissions for a 2024 special issue focusing on social sciences and humanities scholars’ collaboration with engineers in academia, industry, or grassroots activism. We seek article manuscripts with deep theoretical engagement from social scientific and humanities perspectives based on direct collaboration in academic research, engineering design, and practice.
In transdisciplinary work, on the one hand, social sciences and humanities have long been marginalized as too critical and subjective, without applied value, or simply irrelevant especially from engineering perspectives. On the other hand, engineering, while a broad field itself, has been ambitiously aimed at resolving socially relevant problems, but may start with problems not properly defined in coordination with diverse actors in particular social-cultural contexts. What is worse, related prejudices and misunderstandings between different fields and lay and engineering know how further limits the mobilization, extent, and quality of cross-disciplinary collaboration and engaged engineering praxis (Forsythe 2001). However, increasingly complex engineering challenges, often in conjunction with shifting political and intensifying environmental conditions (e.g. Reddy 2023), demand innovative responses that reimagine, renegotiate, and innovate the collaborations between engineers, community actors, and other practitioners from the social and natural sciences and humanities. 
We look forward to timely critical reflections on historical, contemporary, and ongoing collaborations to share with wider audiences and inspire future developments about the transdisciplinary potential of engineering. Can cross-disciplinary collaboration mobilize engaged methods and ethical concepts from social sciences and humanities in engineering practice (e.g. Burleson et al 2019)? How might multidisciplinary teams employ a more holistic approach to identifying and solving problems in real-world settings (e.g. Zhang et al 2018)? Would such collaboration help reconcile or further complicate competing parameters of public accountability and participatory strategies in engineering practice (Ballestero 2019; Smith 2021)?
We encourage submissions from social science and humanities scholars who participate in close collaboration with engineers and take such collaboration as first-hand field experience or an ethnographic site. We solicit submissions that are accessible to readers from multiple disciplines. Co-authorship with partners in other disciplines and outside of university contexts is welcome. Please send us an expression of interest with your paper abstract on one or multiple related topics, including but not limited to the following:

· Engagement with social science and humanities research methods, concepts, and ethical premises in engineering practice;
· Critical participation in collaborations amid competing onto-epistemic perspectives, ethical parameters, disciplinary/professional priorities, or political orientations that include engineering fields;
· Historical precedents and roots of successes and failures, as well as potentials and challenges for, transdisciplinary collaboration in engineering projects;
· Ethnographic exploration of the experiences and lessons learned from engaged, activist, or community-based engineering praxis   
Please send your paper abstract to the guest editors of this special issue, Dr. Shaozeng Zhang at shaozeng.zhang@oregonstate.edu and Dr. Kristina M. Lyons at krlyons@sas.upenn.edu by August 20th, 2023. Submitted abstracts should not exceed 500 words excluding references, and should include research questions, method, and expected results. Please also inform us to which topic(s) you would like to contribute to with your manuscript.
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